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Policy Code: 3100 CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 

Full policy can be found here.
Relevant portions of the policy:

1.  The board further recognizes that while educators must be responsible for 
developing the curriculum, parents, other governmental agencies, businesses, and 
members of the public have valuable insights in the type of curriculum needed. 

2.  The committee may seek input from parents, the community and experts in order 
to make fully informed decisions. 

3.  The superintendent shall direct the committee to review periodically the 
curriculum content used in courses addressing the founding principles of our nation. 

https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=alexander#&&hs=364211


North Carolina Standard Course of Study defines the appropriate content standards for each grade level and 
each high school course to provide a uniform set of learning standards for every public school in North 
Carolina. These standards define what students know and should be able to do. 

Based on a philosophy of teaching and learning that is consistent with current research, exemplary practices, 
and national standards, the Standard Course of Study is designed to support North Carolina educators in 
providing the most challenging education possible for the state’s students. The goal of these standards is to 
prepare all students to become career and college ready. 

With these standards as the foundation, local school leaders make decisions about the comprehensive 
curriculum that they choose to deliver to students so that they can reach the content standards for every grade 
and subject. In addition, local schools and districts may offer electives and coursework that is above and 
beyond the NC Standard Course of Study’s content standards. 

Classroom instruction is a partnership between the state, which sets content standards in the Standard Course 
of Study, and local educators who determine which curriculum materials they will use to deliver 
instruction to reach the standards. 

For more information about specific Standards areas, please go to:   http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/

STANDARD COURSE OF STUDY 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/


By Jay McTighe and Patrick Brown
“As well-developed as they may be, standards are not curriculum. It is the job of teachers and curriculum 
teams to use the Standards as the basis for designing the specific pathway for teaching and learning.”

Analogies by Stu Silberman:
“If you’ve ever used Google maps, you know Google gives you a choice of different routes to get to your 
destination. The destination is the standard and the route is the curriculum.”

“Every field in the National Football league is the same length and width. No matter the location of the 
game, the field is exactly the same. So are the rules of the game. But the playbook for each team is 
significantly different. The field and rules are the standards while the vastly different playbooks make up 
the curriculum.”

https://www.nsta.org/science-and-children/science-and-children-septemberoctober-2020/standards-are-not-curriculum#:~:text=As%20well%2Ddeveloped%20as%2
0they,pathway%20for%20teaching%20and%20learning.

https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/opinion-standards-not-curriculum-three-analogies/2013/08
 

https://www.nsta.org/science-and-children/science-and-children-septemberoctober-2020/standards-are-not-curriculum#:~:text=As%20well%2Ddeveloped%20as%20they,pathway%20for%20teaching%20and%20learning
https://www.nsta.org/science-and-children/science-and-children-septemberoctober-2020/standards-are-not-curriculum#:~:text=As%20well%2Ddeveloped%20as%20they,pathway%20for%20teaching%20and%20learning


Process for developing Curriculum in ACS

1. Unpacking of Standards
2. Development of Pacing Guides
3. Planning by Backwards Design
4. Learning Focused Lesson Plans
5. Vetting Process for LFLP

***In the case of the SS Standards, Instructional Coaches and department 
leads have been asked to review the standards and highlight any areas that 
could prove to be controversial.  



Developing Curriculum-Who?

1. Teachers who are directly involved in the teaching of the content
2. Instructional Coaches and other LF Trainers who are equipped to vet 

lessons and materials
3. Administrators at the school and district level review and occasionally are 

involved in the actual development of the lessons



Where can one find our curriculum and materials?

Current Access:  Will be publicly available on August 20th

Social Studies:

New Standards-Pacing guides have been developed.

Supporting documents are not expected to be available from DPI until July.

Lesson Plans/Curriculum for the first nine weeks will be available August 20th, the last teacher workday.

Lesson Plans for the second nine weeks will be available by October 15, 2020.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AehkywIOv301IPHSvqDJBULgfE8o2C4w?usp=sharing


Teaching and Politics:  Board Policy 

Policy Code: 5210 DISTRIBUTION AND DISPLAY OF NON-SCHOOL MATERIAL

This provision does not prohibit a teacher from using political literature or campaign material for instructional purposes.  However, any teacher 
using these materials for instructional purposes shall not use his or her position to promote a particular candidate, party, or position on a specific 
issue.  The teacher also shall attempt to use a variety of materials that represent balanced and diverse viewpoints on the political spectrum.

Policy Code: 7720 EMPLOYEE POLITICAL ACTIVITIES

The employee's right of citizenship involving registering, discussing political issues, voting, campaigning for candidates or issues, running for or 
serving in public office, and participating on a committee or board that seeks to serve the welfare of the community, will not be infringed upon due to 
employment by the school system.

These political activities must not:

1.    take place during school time;

2.    involve school monies or materials; or

3.    make use of an official school position to encourage or to coerce students or other employees of the system to support in any way a 
political party, candidate or issue.

As specified in policy 2220, Official School Spokesperson, the chairperson of the board or designee and the superintendent or designee are the 
official spokespersons for the school system. Employees, when exercising their rights as citizens, should take steps to ensure that their personal 
political opinions are not erroneously attributed to the school board or the school system.
This policy should not be construed as prohibiting the impartial study and discussion of political or other controversial issues in the classroom 
setting.

https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=alexander#&&hs=364344
https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=alexander#&&hs=364443


High School Graduation Requirements in Social Studies-heavy reliance on Primary Source 
Documents

1. Founding Principles of the United States of America and North Carolina:  Civic Literacy
a. Pacing

2. Economics and Personal Finance 
a. Pacing

3. American History
a. Pacing 

4. World History
a. Pacing

Social Studies: 
Department Chairperson: Cassandra Lackey
American History: Natasha Haas
World History: Josh Hartis
Civics: Ed Wills

Social Studies Teachers:

- Josh Bumgarner
- Johnny Davis
- Brent Durmire
- Natasha Haas
- Joshua Hartis
- Cassandra Lackey
- Davis Miller
- Ed Wills

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/k-12-standards-curriculum-and-instruction/standard-course-study/social-studies
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nNiyh602Q81q2NfAZbH00QHdho5hgqtM/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13SmyAeqZhGX1fL7nasRLjcOV9VUjm88RsfcSQ3YrK-8/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S3cdZSgjaqBjEjg4ZSpblp7Co5E15RCe/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11qexYv_9D3MtVgw4ImlBEluqmAysksYc2WaFQn19B5o/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10D3-Ka1eFqset4zp_LFM0WP-AgV9ohd6/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f_X8UvOA6Brpn4GIPeonfXqIb9T2OSNcqV_szmSFpnI/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-wvKWwJxTMO_PzTiWyWkFhNz1ilu-Rnm/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_GpSuHxV1nCEtp3sHlxglrhZoILKKOJdjRLCxEiZpU8/edit


Parent Rights in Regard to Curriculum Materials

Policy Code: 3210 PARENTAL INSPECTION AND OBJECTION TO INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

In policy 3200, Selection of Instructional Materials, the Alexander County Board of Education establishes a process for the 
selection of instructional materials to meet State Board of Education requirements and the educational goals of the board. That 
process provides an opportunity for parental input in the selection of materials.

The board recognizes that despite the opportunity to participate in the selection of materials, parents still may have concerns 
about instructional materials used in the school system. Thus, to further involve parents in the education of their children, the 
board also provides opportunities for parents to review instructional materials and a process for parents to use when they object 
to instructional materials. 

https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=alexander&s=364222


Parental Objection to Materials

Parents may submit an objection in writing to the principal regarding the use of particular instructional materials. The principal may 
establish a committee to review the objection. While input from the community may be sought, the board believes professional 
educators are in the best position to determine whether a particular instructional material is appropriate for the age and maturity of the 
students and for the subject matter being taught.

If the principal or the committee determines that any material violates constitutional or other legal rights of the parent or student, the 
principal or the committee shall either remove the material from instructional use or accommodate the particular student and parent. 
Before any material is removed, the principal or the committee shall ensure that the curriculum is still aligned with current statewide 
instructional standards and articulated from grade to grade. If an objection made by a parent or student is not based upon 
constitutional or legal rights, the principal or the committee may accommodate the objection after considering the effect on curriculum; 
any burden on the school, teacher or other students that the accommodation would create; and any other relevant factors. Books and 
other instructional materials may be removed from the school media collection only for legitimate educational reasons and subject to the limitations 
of the First Amendment.

The decision of the committee or principal may be appealed to the superintendent. The decision of the superintendent may be appealed to the 
board.

The superintendent shall develop the necessary administrative procedures to implement this policy. 

Legal References: U.S. Const. amend. I; 20 U.S.C. 1232h; N.C. Const. art. I, § 14; Board of Educ. v. Pico, 457 U.S. 853 (1982); G.S. 115C art. 8 pt. 1; 115C-45, -47, -98, -101

Cross References: Goals and Objectives of the Educational Program (policy 3000), Curriculum Development (policy 3100), Selection of Instructional Materials (policy 3200), Comprehensive Health Education Program (policy 3540)

Amended: February 9, 2010, November 5, 2012, May 13, 2014, June 10, 2014, January 13, 2015

Adopted: 02/09/1999

Amended: 02/13/2018

http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=const&loc=us&
http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=const&loc=us&
http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=usc&loc=us&id=20-1232h&
http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=const&loc=nc&id=arti&
http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=case&loc=us&id=017&
http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=stat&loc=nc&id=115c&spec=a8
http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=stat&loc=nc&id=115c&spec=45
http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=stat&loc=nc&id=115c&spec=47
http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=stat&loc=nc&id=115c&spec=98
http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=stat&loc=nc&id=115c&spec=101




https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=10399&AID=265880&MID=9262


Critical Race Theory

Against CRT Promoting CRT

We will develop a 
curriculum that 
uses many primary 
source documents 
to teach American 
History. It is about 
accuracy, not 
politics.


